_ AIR CORPS 
“NEWS LETTER 


ISSUED BY THE 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF THE AIR CORPS 

WAR DEPARTMENT 

WASHINGTON D.C. 
SeBSBeHReERRBEHRE RE ee eee eee eee eee se ae ek 
EERE RRR RE RR mm eo ee Se 


a8 
a 


ee 
(BERERERE REF. 
n+ 249499444 





Vol. XVII August 29, 1933 No. 8 






































VOL. XVII 








. AIR CORPS NEWS 0. 8 
Information Division Munitions Building 
Air Corps August 29, 1923 Washincton, D.C. 











The chief purpose of this publication is 


to distribute infomation on keronautics to the 


flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National Guard, and others connected 


with aviation. 
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THE INTERCEPTOR PURSUIT ATRPLANE 
By Captain Ross G. Hoyt, Air Corps 


1, The term" Interceptor Pursuit is 
rapidly assuming a different significance than 
that held during and after the World War. 

2 During the World War the term included 
only that Pursuit aviation kept on the ground 
on the "'alert!' until information was received 


of the location of eneuy aircreft in sufficient! and vor the Pursuit comender to arrive 


numbers to warrant a take-off, whereupon it 
took off and without further informtion at- 
tempted an interception. 

3. The term" Interceptor Pursuit" now em 
braces all Pursuit aircraft whether held on 
the ground on the "alert" or in the air on pa- 
trol which possesses the requisite speed, rate 
of climb and fire power to overtake and deny 
the operation of hostile airereft. 

4. Contrary to the belief after the World 


War that this type of aircraft was ineffective, | 


it is now apparent that there is a definite 


demand and an urgent need: of a Pursuit airplanel 


to assime the above role. 


5. This reversal of opinion has been brought! 
about by several factors, chief among which are| 


the following: 

@ Successful development of air-ground 
and plane to plane radio commmnication. 

be Development of efficient ground intel- 
ligence nets. 

c. Greater end provable increase in the 
performance cheracteristics of the Pursuit 
airplane. 

de Deeper appreciation of the time and 
space factors involved in the interception 
problen, 

ee Practical application and tests of the 
above developments in recent exercises end 
maneuverse 
6. 

Aircraft Exercises held at Fort Knox, Ky., in 


i Of the enemy formation to orzenize and push 
| home the attack after interception; that 10 
' minutes are consimed by the interceptor 
‘Pursuit before it tekes off; that three min- 
‘utes are consumed in the transmission of in- 
‘ formition from the ground intelligence net 
ata 
i decision; that the speed of interceptor 
| Pursuit should be 75 miles in excess of 
| of the enemy formation, or 300 miles per 

hour at 20,000 feet. 

9. Omitting here the mathenatical computa- 

tions involved, it is derived from the above 

, data that a rate of climb of at least 2,500 


that 


10. The auriliary equipment to be carried 
on the interceptor Pursuit airplane should 
be as follows: 

ae Either one or two .30 caliber or .50 

caliber machine guns, depending upon the 
| weight linitations. 

be 25 to 30 three-five pound supersen- 
sitive instantaneous fuse bombs.. (This 
tyne bomb is believed preferable). 

c. Two-way redio set. 

ad. Auxiliary droppable gas tank capable 
of being carricd at the same tine as the 
bomb. (Whea being employed on purely 


! 

‘ : 2 

| feet per minute is necessary. 
| 


; ground "alert! missions this tank would 


not be installed. 

ll. The gas capacity of the interceptor 
Pursuit airplane should be 13 hours o full 
throttle exclusive of the gas contained in 
ithe auxiliary tank. 

12. In connection with the Pursuit airplane 
of the above charecteristics, it is to be 
borne in mind that it is an airplane not 





During the recent Joint Air Corps - Anti-| only capable of effective ground "alert! 


work, but is also a powerful weapon for em 


April and May of the current year, it was found, ployment on patrol rissions for the purpose 
that both the eir-groumd and inter-nlane radio j of denying hostile observation or on other 


coumunication functioned most satisfactorily. 
The ground intelligence net functioned ina 
most efficient mamner. 
ity of the aircraft entoring the grovnd intel- 
ligence net was intercepted during the above 
Exercises, the rate of climb and speed of the 
Pursuit airplanes employed was found to be 
entirely inadequate. The interceptions made 
are accounted for by the efficient tactical 
handling of the defensive Pursuit aviation 
rather than to the performance characteristics 
of the Pursuit airplane employed in the . 
Exercises. 

7 Perfomzance charaéteristics essential in 
an interceptor Pursuit airplane are best indi- 
cated by the solution of problem involving the 
time and space factors which might be encoun- 
tered under actval operating conditions. 

8. Let us assune that the interceptor Pur- 
suit airdrome is located 165 miles behind the 
front lines; that the intermediate bans of the 
ground intelligence nets, running parallel to 
the front lines, are 25 - 50 - 7 
miles distant therefrom; that in addition to 
the intelligence bans running parallel to the 
front lines, that intelligence bans running 
perpendicular thereto are established every 50 
miles; that the speed of the enemy formation 
to be intercepted is 225 miles per hour; that 
the enemy formation enters friendly territory 
at an altitude of 20,000 feet; that it would 
take the interceptor Pursuit 50 miles travel 
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Although a large major- 


~ 100 and 125 


| purely offensive missions. 


13. Heretofore the trend of development of 
the Pursuit airplane has been along the 
lines of an all-purpose craft spealzing 
strictly of Pursuit missions. 

14. The time has now arrived when, if we 
are to take advantage of tactics already 
evolved, at least two distinct types of Pur- 
suit airplones should be developed; one of 
the type indicated herein, another of the 
long range multi~place type with performance 
characteristics superior to our most effici- 
ent Bombardment airplane. 

15. Regardless of the nomenclature given 
it, it is «pnarent from the result of the re- 
cent exercises and maneuvers that there is 
an urgent demand for a type of aircraft, the 
primary missions of which are to deny the 
operations of the hostile air force and to 
support the operations our own air force. 
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INSIGNIA FOR THE 79TH PURSUIT SQUADRON 


The new insignia of the 79th Pursuit Squad- 
ron, Barksdale Field, La., was approved by 
the Conmending Officer of this post and for- 
warded to the Wer Departinwent for its approval. 

The insignia is composed of a flying ma- 
chine gun spitting smoke and flame as it comer 
out of the clouds. Personnel of the 79th be- 
lieve this insignia will tae its place in 
the ranks of the famous insignias of the Air 
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CONSTRUCTION WORK AT 


As quarters, hangars, and the landinc field 
are taking shape for a new Air Corps Bonbard- 
ment Base at Hamilton Field, Calif., the 25 
men who have already been sent arrived there 
on July 17th and started work inmmedintely on 
the post overhead organization, anticipating 
the arrival of the two other units. 

Construction at Selfridge Field, Mt.Clenens, 
Mich., has progressed to the point where it is 
possible to say that this field is now modern 
an all respects. All wooden buildings have 
disappeared with the exception of three - the 
old Post Exchange building, the Post Gynmasivum 
and the Guard House. Hope is expressed that 
these will soon vanish and that Selfridge Field 
will be completely equipped with the latest 
type of construction. All roads to this sta- 
tion are now hard surfaced and, under the 
present contracts, all grading should be com 
pleted before October 1st. 








ATR CORPS POSTS 


Air Corps construction at Fort Sill, Okla, 
is neuring completion. Officers and noncom 
missioned officers' quarters need only the 
insta2 lation of utilities to be ready for oc- 
cupancy. The new barracks will be completed 
about September 22nd. New noncommissioned 
officers have already been assigned to all 
but two of the married mon of the first 
three gradcs.e 

After a year of patient woiting, the 13th 
Pursuit Group, Wheeler Field, T.E., finally 
moved into its new hangars and now is using 
the new flying field. New Wheeler Field is 
as modern and convenient as any of the fields 
now occupied by the Air Corps. Well designed 
hangars, large enough to accommodate an en- 
tire squadron, have centrelized activities 
and have greatly reduced the problem of main- 
tenance. While the new field is not at all 
completed, a large portion of it is in ex- 
cellent shape. ~ 
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FLIGHTS 


The recent arrival of the Trensport REPUBLIC 
in Hawaii gave to the Air Corps once more an 
opportunity to deswastrate the efficiency of 
aviation. 

One of the Congressional delegation aboard 
the Transport was Mr. Taylor, of Colorado, long 
a member of the Appropriations Committee. Con- 
gressmen Taylor officially was most interested 
in the Netional Park and was especially desir- 
ous of bringing his first-hand lmowledge of 
the parks in Hawaii up to date. He had in- 
spected the National Park years before, but 
recalled that the visit required several days, 
whereas he now hed but one day available be- 
fore departing for home. 

On Mr. Taylor's request, Lieut.-Col. Brant, 
as Department Air Officer, arranzed for a 
flight in a Douglas Amphibian to Hilo and re- 
turn the same day. During a nine hours' ab- 
sence from Honolulu, Mr. Taylor was enabled to 
see both sedtions of the Hawaii National Park 
which are on separate islands), pay a visit 
to Park Headquarters and hold a conference of 
approximately two hours with the Park Superin- 
tendent. Licut. R.E. Fisher piloted the plane, 
with Major M.F. Davis as co-pilot. 

"We are quite handicapped here in Hawaii in 
obtaining Ai ght experience away from our home 
airdrome,'' says the Correspondent of the 18th 
Composite Wing, Fort Shafter, T.H., and he 
then goes on to say? "To overcome this, the 
18th Wing has recently completed an inter- 
island airways flight by squadron echelon. The 
purposes of the flight were: 

a Familiarization of flight persomnel with 
Inter-Island Airways. 

be Squadron avigation training. 

e.Squadron and Flight airdrome discipline. 

ad. Conmmication and supply experience away 
from home station. 

The itinerary included a visit to all is- 
lands and landing fields of the Hawaiian Is- 
lands, with the exception of the Island of 
Kauai, and included an overnight stop at Hilo, 
our southernmost flying field. 

The seven squadrons of the 18th Wing complet- 
ed the mission without incident and the reports 
of the unit commanders show unanimous concur- 
rence in believing the experience to have been 
a very valuable part of the annual training of 
this department. A total of 96 officers and 84 
enlisted men participated in the flights." 


The First Pursuit Group, Sir Corps, under in- 
structions from The Adjutant General, contacted 
the Italian Armada, under General Balbo, and 





escorted it from Port Huron, Mich, ,its point of 
entry in the United States, to Chicago, Ill. 
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On June 27th, the 26th Attack Squadron, sta-~ 
tioned at Wheeler Field, THe, mde an inter- 
island flight to the Island of Hawaii and re- 
turn. Landings were made on the Islands of 
Molol:ai, Larai, Mavi and at Upolu Point on 
Hewaii. Arriving at Hilo about 2:30 in the 
afternoon, the planes were irmediately stak- 
ed down for the nirsht and the officers driven 
out to Kilauea Military Camp, where they 
spent the night. In the morning the officers 
made a short tour of the Park and then return- 
ed to their airplanes. On the way back to 
Whecler Field, the squadron flew over the 
crater of Haleakela on Maui, the largest ex- 
tinct volcano known. 

The trip was extremely interesting and val- 
uable, since it was the first time many of 
the officers had visited the other islands. 
The officers making the trip were Captain 
D.Ge Stitt, lst Lieut. W.S. Lee, 2nd Lieuts. 
J.L. Daniel, Jr., R.L. Easton, J.C. Horton, 
C.P. West, ET. Mackrthur, Jr., J.C. Gordon, 
RJ. Corrigan and Red. Moore. 

A ten-day flight, June 25th to July 5th, in- 
clusive, was made in five planes of the 111th 
Observation Ssuadron, Texas National Guard, to 
Little Rock, Ark., the home station of the 
Arkansas National Guard; Scott Field, Belle- 

ille, Ill.; Wright and Patterson Fields,Ohio; 
Selfridge Field, Mte Clemens, Mich., and 
Chicago, I1l., landing at the latter city on 
the Municipal Airport, the home of the I11i- 
nois National Guerd. On the return, the 
flight visited Scott Field, Little Rock and 
Barksdale Field, la. The flight was led by 
Major Thoras W. Blac’sburn, who was accompanied 
by lst Lieuts. Earle T. Showalter, Aubrey W. 
Schofield, Alexander G Greig, 2nd Lieuts. 
George C.P. Gifford, Henry L. Borden, Newton 
E. Meador, cr., Master Set. McMath, Steff Sgt. 
Edwards and Private Szabo. 

















Upon arrival at Chicago, the Pursuiters staged 
a demonstration for the benefit of the Italian 
flyers and wound up this performance by spell- 
ing out the word "i TAL Y" at an altitude 
of 2,000 feet. The Army flyers returned to 
Selfridge Field the same day. 

The Group again contacted the Armada at 
Chicago on the day of departure therefrom and 
escorted it as far as Toledo,Ohio. The bul- 
letin service established by the Mackay Radio 
anda Postal Telegraph were of invaluable assis- 
tance in following the course of the Italian 
flight from Montreal to Port Huron, Miche, 
and permitted the Selfridge Field Pursuiters 
to contact them at the proper time. 
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VEST POINT GRADUATES DETAILED TC THe AIR CORPS 


A total of 84 menbers (slightly over 24 per 
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Ben Harrell 
Stanley N. Lonning 
Richard M. Montzomery Altoona, Pas 
Gerald C. Simpson Russellville, Ind. 
Philippine Scouts 
Enmanuel Cepeda y Salvador 
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THE NEW MARTIN BOMBER 


. _ Captain Arthur B. McDaniel ,Air Corps, recent- 
ly had occasion to give the new Martin Bomber 
a pretty thorough flight test, and he is very 
enthusiastic over its performance. Taking off 

from Bolling Field, D.C., he touched Maxell 
Field, Ala.; Barksdale Field, Shreveport, La.; 
Randolph, Kelly end Brooks Fields and Fort 
Crockett, Texas, and back to Bolling Field 
along the same route. 

Captain iicDaniel stated that the Bomber func- 
tioned perfectly throughout his entire air 
journey and that the only complaint he had to 
register was against the weather. At Maxwell 
Field he invited Captains Harold L. George and 
Odas Moon, Bombardnient Instructors, to give 
the ship a try-out. He made no mention of 
their reactions to it, so it must be assumed 
that there was no cause for complaint. An 
allOnight rain at Mexwell Field, totalling 
some 8 inches, prevented his take-off for 
Shreveport the next day, when 9 more inches 
fell, making the field ideal for operating an 
Amphibian plane. When he finally reached 
Shreveport, bad weather again delayed him. 

A number of pilots at Randolph, Kelly and 
Brooks Fields and at Fort Crockett were extend- 
ed the courtesy of flying the Martin. None of 
the Air Corps pilots who flew it exnerienced 
any trouble at all, and all of them, to use an 
ordinary expression, "liked'' it. 

Captain McDaniel was accompanied on his air 
journey to Texas and return oy Mr. Paul 

erson, Project Engineer on the 1320-F 
"Cyclone'' engine for the Wright Aeronautical 
Corporation, and Private Robertson of Bolling 
Field. On his trip from New York to Bolling 
Field he was accompanied by Commander 
Spernadorni of the Italian Embassy,Washington. 

The new Martin Bomber (monoplane) is powered 
with two 1820-F "Cyclone'' engines, driving 
three-bladed propellers. The landing gear is 
of the retractable type. 
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Portland, Oregon 
Eagle Grove, Towa 
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AUTOMOBILE FERRY FOR LUKE FIELD, T.H. 


A commercial ferry was recently established 
between the Coal Dock, Pearl Harbor, and Luke 
Field, T.H. Young Brothers, Ltd., of Honolulu, 
are the owners and operators and have provided 
the small automobile and passenger ferry 
"Menawai'' operating on an hourly schedule from 
6:00-a.m to 6:00 p.m It is now possible for 
military personnel to drive their automobiles 
from their quarters to Honoluiu and return and 
to be able to keep their automobiles on Luke 
Field. The fare on the ferry is five cents 
per passenger and 25 cents per automobile. The 
ferry is capable of handling thirty automo- 
biles and passengers. 
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MACHINE GUN UP A THEE 


When the wreckage of the airplane piloted by 
2nd Lieut. John Gebelin, Jr., was examined for 
the purpose of salvage, one machine gun was 
found hanging about eight feet above the 
ground in the limbs of a tree. Lieut. Gebelin 
was forced to make an emorgency parachute jump 
when his plane caught fire during the course 
of aerial acrobatics near Barksdale Field, 
Shreveport, La. 
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FRANCE FIELD PILOTS FLY ON ERRAND OF MERCY | 


The Air Corps was recently afforded the op. | 
portunity of demonstrating its utility to a 
neighboring Cehtral American countr;7 on a 1 
mission which in all probability resulted in | 
the prevention of snk misery, and perhaps | 
even the loss of lives. 

For several weeks there had been a mild gj. | 
demic of typhoid fever in San Jose, the cap}. 
tal of Costa Rica, when it was discovered thy 
the supply of chlorine for treating the water 
was exhausted. Upon hearing of this fact an 
reelizing that Panama was the nearest source 
of supply for this disinfectant,Mr. Tberhart, 
the American Minister to Costa Rica, inmedi- 
ately cabled the State Department in Washing. 
ton to grant authority for the Air Corps to 
ar an emergency supply of chlorine to San 

ose. . 

Authority for the flight did not arrive at 
France Field until late in the afternoon of 
July lst =~ too late to get through to San 
Jose = so on the following day, a B-3A air- 

lene, with Lieuts. Harvey L. Boyden and Wn, 
os Scott, Jre, pilots; Private Kleckmer,crey | 
chief, and Corporal Wright, radio operator, | 
took off for San Jose via David, Republic of | 
Panam, Upon arrival, the tanks of Chlorine 
were delivered to the Costa Rican government 
by the American Legation. 

The return flight to France Field was made 
on July 4th in 45 hourg. San Jose is proba- 
bly the most attractive city in Central Amer- 
ica, with its cool climate, a variety of 
fresh fruits and vegetables, good milk and 
coffee, pleasant hotels and surroundings. 
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SKEET SHOOTING 


Skeet shooting at Crissy Field, Calif. ,re- 
cently received a big boost when the well 
known euthor, Mr. Peter Be Kyne, donated a 
fine Browning over and under shotgun to be 
competed for by the officers. The first phase 
of the shoot will determine a handicap for 
each participent, and the second phase will 
determine the winner. "Mr. Kyne's generosity 
in making this gift,'' says the Crissy Field 
Correspondent, ''is highly appreciated and is 
typical of this high type of sportsman." | 

Lieut. Pearcy, Armament Officer at Barks- 
dale Field, La., ingeniously fashioned a 
Skeet range with the most precarious of fin- 
ancial backing, and formally opened it to 
the Post with many an unorthodox salvo and 
a minimum of damnge to equipment or birds. 
But the corpetition promises to be keen 
and has attracted the interest of all the 
big game hunters of _ 


SYNTHETIC RUBBER 


The first application of synthetic rubber 
to aircraft is being mde at the Materiel 
Division, Wright Field Ohio, in a series 
of tesis to determine the practicability of 
this mterial as a substitute for gemuine 
rubber in aircraft hose and gaskets. Pres- 
ent results indicate that, at normal tem- 
peratures and where there is solvent and 
swelling action on the rubber as a result 
of contact with fuels, the synthetic rubber 
is superior in durability and performance 
to the genuine rubber. : 

A quantity is undergoing service test at 
the present time. The development of this 
material would be a great boon under emer- 
gency conditions, since it would eliminate . 
the necessity of providing genuine rubber 
which mst be i. and could be pro- - 


duced domestically in any amount vhich 
Vu6492, AO» 


might be required. 
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EXTENSION OF AIR CORPS INSTRUMENT FLYING SYSTEM 
By the Wright Field Correspondent 


Four Air Corps petons Captein Westside T. 
Larson, March Field; Lieuts. E.R. McReynolds, 
Maxwell Field; J.5. Griffith, Kelly Field; and 
J.B. Parker, Air Corps Engineering School, — 
Wright Field, recently reported at Wright 
Field, Dayton, Ohio, for treining and practice 
in the Air Corps Instrument Flight ‘Syston. 

This represents the third definite step taken 
in the service testing of this system = former 
ly referred to as the Air Corps Blind Flying 
and Landing System ~ in the development of 
which at Wright Field outstanding progress has. 
been made toward overcoming in a workable and 
practical manner the hazards to flight offered 
by fog and the low visibility conditions atten- 
dant upon stomms. The first step was the ac- 
complishment of solo flights and landings in a 
completely hooded cockpit. The second st 

was the qualifying of a class of six Wright 
Field pilots as capable,under the Air Corps 
system of instrument flying, of taking off, 
flying any distance, returning to the field 
along a definite line of approach, and landing 
upon the runwey, without at any time obtaining 
a view of the earth, sky, or horizon, the 
whole operating field lying within the narrow 
confines of the pilot's cockpit. 

The occasion of the new detail of officers “> 
for this work is that they may become quali- 
fied in this system of flying and in turn go 
forth to four designated fields carrying the 
same instruction to a widening chain of Air 
Corps pilots. For the purpose of this train- 
ing, four BT-2B airplanes have been equipped 
with hooded cockpits and the necessary instru~ 
ments end radio equipment, consisting of arti- 
ficial horizon, directional gyro, magnetic com 
pass, airspeed indicator, sensitive altimeter, 
boundary marker indicator, radio receiving set, 
and, one of the most important instruments of 





the system, radio c s with visual indica- 
tor giving right and left indications. The 


necessary ground equipment functioning in co- 
ordination with the airplane equinment con- 
sists of two guiding stations and two high 
frequency marker Deacons, all developed in 
portable form for easy transportation purpos- 
eS. 

The ground equipment has been in operation 
at Wright Field for more than a year. Now 
Kelly Field ,Langley Field,and Chanute Field 
are being similarly supplied, these with 
Wright Field being the four fields designated 
for initial general instruction of pilots in 
the system and thorough testing of it. 

The tests by which a pilot qualifies under 
the instrument system nre rigid. Comt is . 
kept of all practice hours. In the class of 
Yad ght Field pilots which qualified in May, 
however, an.average of less than 12 practice 
hours each enabled all members to meet the 
tests successfully, Final requirements are 
five perfect instrument landings with hooded 
cockpit and without any aid whatever from - 
the observer, the last three of which must 
be made in succession. ; 

The number of hours until a pilot accom ° 
plishes his first instrument landing varies 
greatly with the individual, depending upon 
the ease or difficulty with which he makes 
the psychological adjustment of completely 
replacing his human senses with instrument 
senses. -This first instrument landing accom 
plished, however, his flying technique in 
the system smooths itself out with a little 

ractice ané the whole procedure, like many 
ong-sought solutions, seems almost too 
simple to be true. 

If the service testing at the designated 
fields fulfills its promise, it can mean but 


a wider application of the system, and even- 


tually, the grenter simplification of flying: 
under adverse weather conditions with general 
safety. 


TRAINING NOTES 


Doughboy drill is being stressed in the 77th 
Pursuit Squadron at Barksdale Field, La. Tues- 
day and Saturday mornings are devoted to drill 
of the Squadron as a whole, under the supervi- 
sion of all officers of the Squadron. On Mon- 
day and Wetnesday mornings, those men with 
less than one year's service are required to 
attend additional drill, under the direction 
of two Squadron officers. 

The Squadron participated in considerable 
night flying during July, and more of such 
flights are scheduled. The new lighting equip- 
ment is very satisfactory, and the Squadron is 
teking advantage of same to the fullest extent. 

The 23rd and 72nd Bogbardment Squadrons ,Luke 
Field, T.H., recently completed Aérial Gumnery, 
Events IV and V, for enlisted personnel. Very 
satisfactory results were obtained, as out of 
36 enlisted men firing the course but three 
failed to qualify. With a total flying time 
of 87330 hours, the 5th Composite Group now 
has 17 Experts, 2 Sharpshooters and 14 Marks- 
men in its enlisted personnel. 

The prevalent clear weather during July made 
it possible for the 55th Pursuit Squadron, 
Barksdale Field, La., to run on schedule in 
night flying training. After the lighting 
system was perfected, abott July lst, local 
flights were made, followed by night avigation 
flights. 


Since the first of June, the 7th and 44th 
Observation Squadrons, 6th Composite Group, 
France Field, Canal Zone, have been given a 
good worleout in efforts to increase their 
effectiveness and training to a maximm, 
Under direction of the Chief of Staff, prob- 
lems have been scheduled on Tuesdays and 
Fridays, with the Bombardment Squadron sim-~ 
lating an enemy attacking a vital point in 
the Canal system, through the observation 
screen. Training for Bombardment has mostly 
taken the form of drill in simulated attacks 
against’ aircraft carriers which are defended 
by anti-aircraft fire but not by Pursuit. 


ARIAL SURVEYS IN MISSISSIPPI 


The 5th Photo Section, Barksdale Field, La., 
recently made a survey for the Mississippi 
River Commission at Vicksburg, Miss., on 
three projects, namely, Diamond Point Cut- 
Off, ak a Cut-Off in the vicinity of 
Vicksburg, Miss., and the Giled Bend Cut-Off 
in the vicinity of Natchez, Miss. When com- 
pleted by the Engineers, the above-named 
cuts will entirely change the course of the 
Mississippi River in these places and save a 
substantial amout of travel for river craft. 
This project is to be carried out at six- 
week intervals in order to supply the Engin~ 
eers with a lete report of progress on 
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COMMERCIAL ASPECTS OF BUZZER TRAINING 
By the Randolph Field Correspondent 


Proficiency in buzzer is a valuable asset in 
anyone's training, regardless of whether he 
expects to stay in the Air Corps or return to 
civilian life. Messages were radioed by code 
long before they could be sent by voice and, 
regardless of the developments of voice trans- 
missions, it is extremely doubtful if code 
will be abanioned. 

Code sending and receiving requires simple 
receiving and transmitting apparatus and, be- 
cause of this fact, amateur radio enthusiasts 
started sending messages to each other several 
years ago. These amateur radio men kept at 
work with radio and its development when they 
could obtain little scientific and financial 
aid or even moral support. At that time it 
was only a hobby, but it proved to be one of 
the most fascinating hobbies ever found. The 

erimentation and resulting discoveries from 
this hobby solved many problems in radio and 
led to voice transmission. Today, thousands 
of these amateur radio operators in all parts 
of the world find enjoyment in cneadiedtine 
with each other. A small, inexpensive set 
will reach any part of the United States and 
many foreign countries. It is nothing unusual 
for one who has made radio his hobby, whether 
he be a high school student or a college pro- 
fessor, to get in the wee hours of the 
morning and "talk!' to a fellow enthusiast in 
New Zealand, China or South America. And yet, 
short wave is probably more popular commerci- 
oT than it is as a hobby. 

The dependability, economy, and distance- 
geenine ability of the short wave radio set 

caused it to find a secure place in the 
commercial world. Every ship or boat of any 
size carries radio equipment. Newspaper syn- 
dicates flash news across the Pacific, and the 
Atlantic as well, by radio code. The splendid 
courses given in the Army schools enable’ stu- 
dents to become proficient amateur operators, 
emi the faster students may be attracted by 
the commercial field. 

The training offered the students at 
Rendolph Field is necessarily intensive, as . 

on graduation to Kelly Field the embryo of- 
ficer has little time for continuation of this 
a subject. At Kelly Field the stu- 

ent will see the practical side of telegraphy 
as it is used in the Air Corps. For this 
reason, if for none other, the student should 
make the most of this opportunity to make him- 
self proficient in "Buzzer," as he will have 
constant use of it upon reporting to’ tactical 
. units after greduation from Kelly Field. 
~--000e—~ 


SECRETARY OF WAR VISITS MARCH FIELD 


The Honorable George De Dern, Secretary of 
War, paid March Field, Calif., a visit on July 
31st, stopping at C.C.C. Camp, San Antonio, en- 
route. on arrival at March Field, a luncheon 
in honor of the Secretary, Mrse Dern and their 
daughter was given at the March Field Officers' 
Club. This was followed by an aerial review 
am inspection of the post. Mr. Dern express- 
ed himself as being wel pleased with the ap=- 
pearance of the field. 

The following morning, Mr. Dern was t 
guest of honor at a breakfast given by the 
Riverside Chamber of Commerce at the Mission 
Inn, and attended by several officers from 
Merch Field. The Secretary departed by plane 
on the morning of August lst for Salt Lake 
City on his way back to Washington, his plane 
being piloted by Lieut. Frederick V.H.Kimble, 
from Bolling Field, D.C. 
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CLEVER PILOTING AVERTS CATASTROPHE 


Five March Field men recently received a 
thrill when the plane in which they were fly. 
ing was landed in the Golden Gate of San 
Francisco Bay, near Crissy Field. Lieut. 
Marvin L. Harding, 3lst Bombardment Squadron, 
was piloting a B-4 Bomber, and his passengers 
were Captain Fletcher E. Ammons, Medical 
Co $3 Babe Joe Mexyill, Privates EeF. 

ay and John Ki.lems. 
ter taking off rem March Field and tras - 

versing nearly a thiza of toe distance to 
San Francisco on a raviga'tion fiight, Lieut, 
Harding discovered that his laniing gear was 
damaged and was hanging Lotsely vor the 
plano. He continued on tc San francisco, 
where he circled Crissy Field and the Coast 
Guard station there several times in order 
that they might see his plight. He then dive) 
at a point a short distance from the Coast 
Guard docks to indicate the spot where he ex- 

ected to land, and waited in the air until 
- saw the Coast Guard rescue boat proceed to 
that point. Lieut. Harding then stalled the 
plane into the water near the boat. The 
plene remained efloat, and shortly thereafter 
when the Coast Guard arrived the occupants of 
the Bonber climbed out with only a partial 
drenching. The Bomber was lassoed and dragge: 
to shallow water. 

Considerable favorable comment was express- 
ed by those who saw the incident in referring 
to the skill with which Lieut. Harding handle 
the situation. 
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FOREIGN OFFICERS VISIT ATR CORPS STATIONS 


BrigadiemGeneral John C. Wong, Professor 
of the Central Military Academy at Nanking, 
China, and Lieut.-General Chih Jou Chow, Vice 
Cormander of the Chinese 18th Army at Nanlcins 
China, visited Patterson Field, Ohio, on 
August 2nd. Prior to that date, on July 28th 
these two officers made an inspection tour of 
Randolph Field, Texas. 

Other foreign visitors to Randolph Field fo 
the purpose of studying flying training meth- 
ods were Mr. Germain Orlando, Consul~General 
at New York City for the Colombian Government. 
and Colonel Augustin Gonzales Castrejon of 
the Mexican Arny. 

The Flying Cadet Detachment at Randolph 
Field, Texas, entertained three distinguished 
guests on July 24th, when officers of the 
Brazilian Air Service arrived on an inspec- 
tion tour of Army air posts throughout the 
United States. The visitors, Captains Joelmir 
Aripe Macedo, Francisco Corres de Mello and 
Julio Americo dos Reis, were shown through 
the Cadet barracks, the mess hall, gymnasiu, 
and the academic buildings by Lieut. Bassett. 
They were also shown through the hangars and 
shops of both flying stages. After visiting 
other fields in the vicinity of San Antonio, 
they departed in their plane for Barksdale 
Field, and from there will proceed to New 


‘York before returning to Brazil. 


‘Prior to the visit of the above members of 
the Brazilian Aviation Commission to Randolph 
Field, they inspected the plant of the 
Materiel Division at Wright Field, Dayton, 
Ohio, the members ofrthe visiting party, in 
addition to Captains Macedo and de Mello be- 
ing Captains Antonio Alves Cabral and Jose 
Candido da Silva Muricy. Captain Albers 
Hegenberger and Lieut. A.R. Crawford, Air 
a s, conducted the visitors about the 

ield. 
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ATR CORPS SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 


RANDOLPH FIELD "DODOS'' REACH BASIC STAGE 
By the Randolph Field Correspondent 


The goal towards which the Flying Cadets of 
the March, 1933, Class have striven so earnest- 
ly was reached at last. Four months ago, the 
thought of graduation to "B" Stage was a fond 
hope, far distant, and filled with doubt. Now 
that the March Class has been recognized as 
the new Upper Class, we look back and wonder 
why the struggle seemed so severe and the 
anxiety so great. Needless to say, however, 
the work we have just completed on '"'A’ Stage 
has been so interesting and the progress so 
exciting that ''Dodo!' days at Randolph Field 
will always be remembered. 

We think again of that first ride, the in- 
structor demonstreting methods of control, 
level flying, and shallow banks. As time 
passed, we had climbing, gliding and landings 
and take~offs. All this, interesting though 
it was, only led up to the big day in the life 
of the Dodo ~ the first solo. Then what a 
thrill everyone got during the solo stage! We 
had a plane of our own to fly as we pleased, 
with no one to watch our every move. As soon 
as the "Solo Stagé' had passed, the first fun- 
damental maneuvers were started. Spins,chan- 
delles, lazy eights, and pylon eights were 
tried and mastered. 

Then the brief spell of acrobatics. Loops, 
Inmelmans, slow rolls, snap rolls and reverse- 
ments were taken in turn. Regular check rides, 
sandwiched in between various stages of train- 
ing, kept the ''!' Stage students on edge. 
There was little chance of getting stale, as 
events occurred too repidly. 

Now that the class has been recognized, at- 
tention has turned to the "BT's." From what 
we have been able to gather, the planes we are 
to fly requive much more delicate handling 
than the planes we have been accustomed to fly. 
Also, stunting is "off limits.'' All of us 
have probably sworn never to fly the lowly PT 
again; nevertheless we remember it as a rugged 
and faithful friend. 

The future work on "9' Stage is somewhat sim- 
ilar to the flying with which we have become 
familiar. First, there is the dual instruc- 
tion in the heavier planes. As soon as satis= 
factory proficiency has been developed, solo 
is again in order. Concentrated instruction 
and practice imst then include eights, lazy 
eights and chandelles. Forced landings are in 
store, as well as hurdles and spot landings. 

Later in the course, ''S' Stage classes are 
given cross-country trips to test the students' 
ability in navigation. We are looking forward 
to the trips to Corpus Christi, Austin and Del 
Rio and, although precedent is not in our fa- 
vor, there is not a Flying Cadet in the March 
Class who does not believe that he can arrive 
at a predetermined destination and return to 
Randolph = at least return to Randolph. 

We look forward to our work on "'B' Stage 
with much optimism and hope. We expect the 
days we spend there to be steadier and less 
doubtful than the hectic days of A!’ Stage. 
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Dodos well versed in Military Training 





The Dodos comprising the class which entered 
Randolph Field on July 1, 1933, are the best 
military trained group of Cadets the air school 
has ever had. In this class there are 32 Naval 
Academy graduates. Due to unfortunate circum 
stances, the Nevy Depertment was unable to com 
mission them, Through the effort and coopera~ 
tion of the War Department, arrangements were 
made to handle 60 of the 150 who did not re- 
ceive their commissions. Thirty-four of these 





reported for training. In addition to this 


group of Naval Academy graduates, there are ?} 
90 men who are Reserve officers in the vari- 
ous branches of our Officers' Reserve Corps. 
These men have had four years in the ROTC, 
and many of them have also had National 
Guard training. The rempinder of the class 
is made up of Cadets who are enlisted men 
from the Regular Army and National Guard Air 
Corps organizations who have had at least 
two years of college or have passed the re- 
quired mental examination. 


ee ee 


First Impressions of a ''Dodo."! 





My ideas of Randolph Field were close to 
actuality, as far as the layout and architec 
ture were concerned. I was particularly im- 
pressed by the enlisted men's quarters, which 
closely resemble some of the Officers’ Clubs 
I've seen on other Army posts. I think this 
is fine, as beautiful surroundings always 
tend toward contentment and pride. 

The military system I expected to be rigid. 
It is. Here I was very impressed by the 
fact that upper classmen in most schools tell 
the lower classmen to do things, all the 
while failing to do it themselves. Here,when 
a lower classman gets called down for having 
a dirty brass, he notes that the man repri- 
manding him has his ovm brass shined. This 
creates a feeling that we shine our brass be- 
cause it is the right thing to do. I was 
also struck with admiration by the keen alert- 
ness of the older Flying Cadets, the erect- 
ness of posture that they carried at all 
times, and the execution of their military 
duties. 

I was pleased with the attractiveness of 
our new home = our quarters for the next 8 
months. I admired the simplicity of the 
room, which was designed and furnished with 
the idea of efficiency in mind. I especial- 
ly appreciated the cool and well lighted 
rooms. It seems that everything is in equi- 
librium here = am hour's flying to an hour's 
ground school, with proportional time for 
drill, athletics and cleaning up. 

I expected to be impressed and am greatly 
impressed by the flying instruction. One 
readily understands why Randolph Field is 
known as the "West Point of the Air' when 
the opportunity to meet his instructor and 
fly et hh him presents itself. The pride of 
the Flying Cadet Detachment impresses me 
and injects itself into us all. It is inme- 
dietely evident that all the Flying Cadets 
are glad to be here, proud to be here and 
hope to stay here? 


Engineering School Commencement Exercises 





Members of the 13th Class of the Air Corps 
Enzineering School, Wright Field, were 
awagied diplomas on July 31st at commencement 
exercises held at the Wright Field auditori- 
im. The ceremonies were brief, Brigadier- 
General H.C. Pratt, Chief of the Materiel 
Division and Commandant of the School, making 
the address and presenting the diplomas. Per- 
sonnel of the Materiel Division and families 
and frbends of the student officers were in 
attendance. 

New assignments of the eleven members of 
the graduating class are as follows: Captain 
Jells Gillespie, Lieuts, C.S. Irvine, GJ. 
Sith and Paul Wolf to the Power Plant 
Branch; Lieut. J.F. Early to the Field Ser- 
vice Section; Lieut. R.C. Wilson to the 
Aircraft Branch, Wright Field; Lieuts. J.3. 
Parker to Selfridge Field, Mich.; M.E.Gross, 
Office of the Chief of the Air Corps; RF. 
Travis, Longley Field, Va.; A.RMocomnell, 
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Kelly Field, Texas; J.T. iiurtha, Rockwell 
Field, Calif. 

The 1934 Class started work on schedule, 
August lst, the mmber of students being re- 
duced to six in accordance with present econo- 
my measures. Enrollments were Captain J.A. 
Woodruff anj Lieut. RK. Giovannoli, Wright 
Field; Lieuts. P.W. Timberlake, Patterson 
Field; A.E. Johnson and K.A. Rogers, Remdolph 
Field; TeAe Sims, Instructor, U.S. Military 
Academy’, West Point, WeYe 


Randolph Field Celebrates Third Arniversary 





The third anniversary of the dedication of 
Randolph Field was observed on June 20th by 
the personnel of the Primry Flying School. 

No flying activities were conducted. Enlist- 
ed men and their families were given free ad- 
mission to the War Department Theatre, and a 
baseball game was played between the Rancolph 
Field and Camp Normoyle teams. The swimring 
pools were open from 6230 o'clock in the 
morning until 11:00 o'clock that right. 


General Foulois Visits Randolph Field 





Major-General Benjamin 2. Foulois, Chief of 
the Air Corps, vas a visitor at Randolph Field 
on July 11th and 12th, departing on the 13th 
for Barksdale Field. Wuile at Randolph Field 
he gave the flying cadets a talk, telling than 
that, due to lack of funds, in all probability 
the class upon graduction would not be called 
to active duty. He also told them that he was 
making every effort to try to set. them to a 
tactical organization upon grafuation as Fly- 
ing Cadets until such time as there was money 
to call thea to active duty as officers. 
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FIRE AT RANDOLPH FIELD 


At 5:30 p.m om the afternoon of July 12th,a 
fire broke out in thc dope shop, damaging the 
building to the extent of about 34 000. The 
fire is believed to have been started by svon- 
taneous combustion, through wind cones and 
panels that had been painted with tectar paint. 

The wind cones were painted and put outside 
the ouilding to dr;, and brought back to the 
building only efter having been thoroughly 
dried and were then laid over benches in the 
dope shop. The board which investigated the 

ire came to the conclusion that, due to the 
poor ventilation in the building, the hot ten 
perature in the afternoon, together with the 
sun shining through the window on the cones 
and panels,caused the fire. 

The board could not find any indication that 
fire regulations were being violated. The 
building had been locked since 11:30 that 
morning, it beins Weduesday and all work in 
the dope shop having been suspenied in the 
efternoon. 
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23RD PHOTO SECTION CELEBRATES 


Forgetting for an entire day such routine 
matters as safe lights, intervaloneters and 
developing fluids, 20 members of the 23rd 
Photo Section, March Field, Calif., end several 
guests from amon; the March Field officers and 
enlisted men, celebrated Organization Day on 
July 26th, on a fishing lawnch anchored off 
Newport Beach. Aside from participation in 
refreshments, the diversions of the menbers of 
the party included deep sea fishing, swimning, 
end an overdose of California svmshine. 
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MEW GASOLINE STORAGE FOR LUKE FIELD 


| 

| The use of two Navy gasoline stornge tanks 
j was secured by the War Department from the 
Navy for the handling of the gasoline supply 
of Luke Field, T.H., and the tanks were fil]. 
ed to capacity last June. At present, this 
supply is dead storage, as the pipeline and 
servicing equipment connecting the tanks 
with Luke Field has not yet been installed. 
Bids covering tae installation could not be 
accepted, as they were in excess of the avail. | 
lable funds. Authority, however, was obtained 
l¢o purchase the mterials necessary and use 

| Government labor or funds from appropria- 
jtions of the Fiscal Year 1934, Ail necessary 
j equipment was purchased, and informal bids 

; indicate the labor cost will be approximately 
: $3,200. 

' The securing of these tanks from the Navy 





the tanks are lécated near deep water, gaso- 
‘line can be unlosded directly from tankers, | 
| insuring a much lower price than has been | 
possible under the present system of trans- 
porting gasoline to Luke Field by tank 
trucks. The new instelletion will eliminate 
the present systen of refueling aircratt j 
with service trucks, as it includes the in- 
stallation of pit boxes equinped with hose, 
meter, end remote control at each squadron. 

Funds from 1934 allotments are not yet 
aveilable to complete this installation and, 
in the event they are not forthcoming in the 
near future, worl or. this project will be 
accomplished with a labor. 
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AIRPORTS AND LANDING FIELDS IN HAWAII 





The Joint Army ond Navy Maneuvers of re- 
cent years have always erphasized scarcity 
of landing fields in Hawiii. Strenuous ef- 
forts by the Air Officer, Hawaiian Depart- 
meut, and whole-hearted cooperation by the 
Territorial officials is at last beginning 
to becr fruit. To date, in addition to Luke 
and Wheeler Fields, the Resular Army Air 
Corps stations, the Havaiian Department has 
eizht territorial airports and twenty~two 
Air Corps temporary or emergency fields. Of | 
these landing fields, fourteen are on the 
Island of Oahu, with the remainder on the 
other islands. 

The letest of these ficlis was accepted by 
the territorial government as of August 4th. 
Being planned so as to provide a better life 
for the unfortunate residents of Kalaupapa, 
the leper settlement on the Island of 
Molokei, it is of especial interest. The 
field will serve a dual purpose, as it will 
provide, in addition to regular aviation 
Tacilities, an opportunity for emergency 
metical attention abi Honolulu. 
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ENLISTED MAN DESIGNS NAVIGATION AID 


Privete W.A. Reeve, Specialist 6th Class, e 
member of the 95th Pursuit Squadron, March 
Field, Calif., and now on special duty in 
the map section of the Operations Office of 
that field, completed a clever instrument to 
simplify navigation, merely by turning a 
dial on én aluminum disk. The megnetic 
course and mileage appear through a small 
opening. Calculations from 12 basic points 
to 24 destinations are available on the ine | 
strument, a total of 288 courses. The in- 
strument is small enough to be easily humg 
in the cockpit of an airplane for ready 
references 
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THE C.o.C. AND THE ATR CORPS 


Second Lieutenant Philip B. Foote, Air Re- 
serve, assigned to Crissy Field, Presidio of 
Sen Francisco, Calif., has been on C.C.C. work 
for over two months, and sends in the follow- 
ing word picture of events taking place at the 
996th Company, Carn Fe27, Big Bar, California: 

"After two wonths at Eig Bar, a great deal 
of work has been accomplished to make the caxp 
a more comfortable place to live. Four bar 
raciss have been built to house the 200 men. 
The bath house provides adequate shower facili- 
ties, and our camp post exchange is doing a 
good business, providing a Company Fund for the 

urchase of athletic and recreational facili- 
ies. An old Dodge motor and 75 KW generator 
ia electric lights to the camo each evens 

We have built an outdoor dance pavilion and 
a dance is held every other Saturday night 
with a good crowl of outsiders from the nearby 
towns in attendance. Hveryone seems thorough- 
ly to enjoy the dancing, which continues from 
about 9:00 pem until 3:00 am, under the Big 
Ber Moon and the festoons of colored electric 
lights. Recreation also includes weekly base 
ball games with other C.C.C. Camps in the vi- 
cinity. To date our team is undefeated, and a 
championship game is scheduled to talze place 
with the Mad River Camp at Eureka. 

Boxing is under way with inter-cam competi- 
tion forthcoming. Other recreation is provid- 
ed by fishing parties and sold mining expedi- 
tions, although to date no large quantities 
of gold have been brought into camp. 

Our men are busily engaged in Forest Service 
projects in Trinity County, which consist of 
building a bridge over the North Fork of the 
Trinity River, building a road from Big Bar to 
Hyampon, building trails to various forest 
lookout stations and stringing and maintaining 
telephone lines throughout the Trinity Nation- 
al Forest, 

The Forest Service rangers, superintendents 
and foremen report that, for the most part, the 
C.C.C. men are doing more work per day than 
the $4.00 per day men had done previously. 
Further, the C.C.C. is a great asset in con- 
nection with fire suppression and fire fight- 
ing, materially reducing the five losses in 
the forest by being on the job at all times 
and available at a minute's notice to reach 
the scene of the fire and prevent heavy losses 
usually sustained when fire gets a head start 
on the fighter. 

The morale among the men has remained very . 
highe The mjority of the men appreciate the 
recreational facilities and are proud of their 
baseball team, proud that Big Bar has the 
highest flag ms in the district, enjoy the 
dances, and are glad to be working after sev- 
eral months or, as in some cases, many months 
of idleness. 

Aerial photographs, according to the Forest 
Service men, would be of infinite value to th 
their projects. <A mosaic msp of the forest 
would greatly simplify the planning end con- 
struction of roads, trails, fire~breaks, and 
the spotting of forest lookouts. This. is 
still a yes sh country, with thousands of 
relatively unexplored miles of ticber land,and 
the job of the Forest Service to protect this 
area is greater than most of us surmise. 

We are learning what it is to take the field 
some 90 miles fram the base of supplies over 
muntain roads, to construct a camp, feed, 
house and clothe over 200 men who have never 
been in such an organization before, to pro- 
vide for their recreetion and to deal with 


their difficulties. 


The Forest Service is reaping benefits in 
that they are able to carry on projects such 
& road building, bridge construction and fire 
‘suppression that heretofore have been only 
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dreams, due to the lack of approvriations and 
man power. Many of their projects are fast 
nearing completion." 

There are at present 21 Regular Aray offi~ 
cers from Selfridge Field, Mich., on duty with 
the C.C.C., including all srades from Majors 
to Second Lieutenants. In addition to this 
number, 13 are from other stations, for whom 
the Conmanding Officer of Selfridge Field 
must provide airplanes to muintain their pi- 
loting proficiency. As the camps at which 
they are stationed are scattered overthe en~ 
fire scuthern peninsula, the problem is how 
can 50 officers of the Air Corps, who are 
rated pilots, do enough flying to mintain 
their proficiency and complete certain phases 
of the War Department Training Directive,when 
the station which furnishes the aircraft is 
anywhere from 100 to 250 miles from the point 
where the airplanes will be used. This prob- 
lem has so many angles, and tho Operations Of- 
ficer at Selfridge Field has received so much 
advice as to what should and should not be 
done, that a plan has been adopted whereby 
Reserve officers fron the last three classes 
who hare not as yet had an opportunity to 
fire the aerial gunnery course will be given 
this chance, and at the same time provide air 
craft for the use of flying personnel on C.C.C. 
duty (cormonly called in the State of Michigan 
"The Woodpecker Arry,"') to wit, establishing 
a camp at Oscoda, Michigan, the aerial gunnery 
range of the First Pursuit Group; sending one 
squadron at a time with all availaole two- 
seaters, as well as all available Observation 
aircraft; Reserve officers to fire the aerial 
gunnery course in the early morning and those 
officers who ere not on the range to ferry 
airplanes to the various C.C.C. camps for use 
ot the officers on duty there. 

Some of these caups are in such remote 
places that the Forestry Department, realizing 
the difficulty of overland transportation for 
their inspection tours, have cleared out areas 
and made them into respectable landing fields, 
so that airplanes can be used for their admin- 
istrative work which requires journeys of 200 
and 300 miles in one day and which can be ac- 
complished in a couple of hours by using air- 
craft. 

Two calls were recently made upon Crissy 
Field, Calif., to furnish officers for duty 
in connection with the Civilian Conservation 
Corns. Second Lieutenants William Ball was 
detailed to duty at Camp F~52, Company 955, 
Berry Creek, Calif., and Donald W. Titus to 
Anopolis, Celif., with Company 1920. 

Corporal Wickham, with Lieut. Karnes as 
pilot, both from Post Field, Fort Sill ,Okla., 
took a mosaic of Platt National Park at 
Sulphur, Okla., to be used in connection with 
C.C.C. work in that district. 

Cooperation with the Civilian Conservation 
Corns is now being carried out by the 5th 
Photo Section at Barksdale Field, La. An 
aerial mosaic of the Caddo Cemp of the C.C.C., 
was recently delivered to the Officer in 
Charge. 

"The C.C.C. has taken its toll in our Squad- 
ron, although we are fortunate as compared 
with brother officers in the line,"’ reports 
the Correspondent of the 77th Pursuit Squad- 
ron, Tesiesiaie Field, la. "Lieut. J.G. 
Hopkins was detailed to the Camp McClellan, 
Ala. Camp, and Staff Sgts. Proton and Simon 
were sent to Cam Beauregard, Lae These men, 
together with a few sent to C.M.T.C. Camps, 
left our ranks somewhat depleted." 
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What is believed to be the highest C.C.C. 
forestry camp in the United States is located 
in the March Field District near the top of 
Mount Whitney. The mountain itself rises to a 
height of 14,893 feet, and the canm is located 
at an altitude of 13,300 feet. The boys in 
the stub camp, which is a part of the Silver 
Lake Camp organization, have become accustomed 
to working at this altitude and are reported 
to be in the finest of spirits and the best of 








health, in spite of the heavy work accomplish. | 


ed end the rare atmosphere. 

Lieut. Henry EB. Fisher, Air Reserve, son of 
Colonel A.G. Fisher, Commanding Officer of 
the San Antonio Air Depot, was ordered to ac- 
tive duty for sixty days with the Civilian 
aia Corps at Camp Davis, Marfa, 

€ZaS« 
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NATIONAL GUARD ACTIVITIES 


From July 15th to 20th, five planes of the 
1lith Qbservation Squadron, Texas National 
Guard (3 Douglas 2 O-1?"s) were assigned 
to Sompnanty duty with the 56th Cavalry Bri- 
gade, Texas National Guard, on annual encanp- 
ment at Mineral Wells. Air-ground commmica- 
tions by Morse and microphone were succossful- 
ly carried out, and much photographic work 
comleted, thereby winning the commendation of 
Brigadier~General Jacob F. Wolters, Comunder. 

Captain W.K. Ennis led the Mineral Wells 
flight, being accompanied by 2nd Lieuts. 
Theodore C. Castile, George C.P. Gifford, James 
C. Neely and Benjamin F. Thompson, Master Sgt. 
Richard P. Goodwin, Tech. Szt. Joseph J.MeMath, 
Staff Sgts. Estes, Wilson and Richard. 


Encampment of Penna. National Guard Airmen 





The annual encampment of the 28th Division 
Aviation, Pennsylvania National Guard, was 
held this year from July 15th to 30th at the 
Middletown Air Depot, Pa., and was without a 
doubt the most successful the organization 
ever enjoyed. 

Of the flying time of 344 hours and 55 min- 
utes accumlated during this encampment, 300 
hours were tactical training time which in- 
cluded all phases of the War Department Train- 
ing Directive except aerial gunnery, which 
aa not be engaged in due to lack of facili- 

ies. 

The artillery adjustment missions, including 
service and sub-caliber a:mmition on 75's and 
155's, with the 107th and 176th Field Artil- 
lery, and the commmications missions with the 
108th and 109th Field Artillery constituted 
especially good training and were enjoyed by 
the observers of the wit. The Infantry con- 
tact and photographic missions were also pro- 
ductive of some very excellent results; in 
fact, the entire total of 300 hours’ tactical 
time showed most gratifying results in train- 
ing the personnel. 

During the middle week end in , the en- 
tire Squadron flew in formetion to Buffalo, 
N.Y., where they were met by the Mayor and 
entertained. 

A very unusual performance in commmnications 
was staged during this encampment through the 
cooperation of Radio Station WHP of Harrisburg. 
After dark one night, a six-ship formation, in- 
cluding one radio ship, took off to fly over 
the different encampments in the vicinity, in- 
cluding Mt. Gretna, Carlisle Barracks, and the 
Artillery camp at Indiantown Gap. Shortly af- 
\erwards, @ single radio ship took off to ob- 
serve the formation. The single ship and the 
radio ship in the formation contacted the 
Squadron ground station and carried on a regu- 
iar program by voice. Station WHP picked 1 
end rebroadcasted over the Columbia chsin the 
entire program between the two ships in the 
air and the ground station 

During the second week of the enc +, the 
Squadron Officers' Club entertained offi- 
cérs of Middletown Air Depot and their wives 
at dinner, and later in the week were in turn 
entertained at the Post Golf Club. They were, 





indeed, two most enjoyable evenings and afford- 


Le 
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ed an excellent opportunity to welcome the 
new Cormandinz Officer of the Depot, Major 
Churchill. The golf course and swimming 
pool certainly came in for their share after 
each day's flying was over and were just a 
few more of the meny courtesies extended by 
Major Churchill and his officers, which made 
one very sorry to leave. 

Among the many prominent visitors at the 
camp were MojorGeneral George E. Leach, 
Chief of the National Guard Bureau; Major 
Relph P. Cousins and Captain Vincent J. 
Meloy of that Bureau; Major-General Willian 
Price, former Commanding General of the 28th 
Division; Major-General Edward Shannon, Com- 
mandine General of the 28th Division, and a 
host of other officers. All of the visiting 
officers who cared to were taken for a short 
airplane ride. 

On the morning of July 28th, Governor 
Pinchot inspected the entire enc +, and 
he wos then flown to his home in Milford,Pa., 
by Major Dellin. During the flight he was 
accompanied by a formation of airplanes, and 
before arriving at Milford he had the expe~ 
rience of flying over clouds and fog banks 
in the valleys. The Governor expressed con- 
siderable interest in the unit during his in- 
spection, which was the first Governor's in- 
spection of the organization, and he promised 
to see more of it in the future. He tho- 
roughly enjoyed his trip and keenly followed 
the maps, particularly in his ovn county, of 
which he undoubtedly knows every detail by 
heart. 


Ohio Airmen Pleased With Their Encampment 
By the News Letter Correspondent 





Well, our Annual Field Training Period was 
held July 23rd to August Gth, and we are very 
grateful to state that this year was the fin- 
est and most successful camp period this 
Squadron (112th Observation, Ohio National 
Guard) has ever experienced. We are basing 
this statement on tactical results accom- 

lished. By this we mean coordination with 

ivision, Brigade, Regimental Signal Corps 
troops and Infantry troops in two-way radio 
commmnication on Command Post Problems and, 
in addition to this, the use of panel comm 
nications as well. The accomplishments and 
results obtained were brought about by the 
organization of three Observation teams which 
functioned in the same capacity as in war 
time. In addition to Command Post Problems, 
they also functioned as photographic teams, 
making mosaic maps of the terrain desired,as 
well as pin point photography and the taking 
of oblique photographs. 

All of the officers, both pilots and obser 
vers, shot with both front and rear guns at 
ground and tow targets. No bombing was done, 
due to the shortage of bombs and ammunition 
The Squadron used the new landing field this 
year, which was a very added improvement 
over previous years, as no catgeiey: Sees 
were allowed on the field, and this el 
ated the ae = anyone: grbaing 5m the way 

f airplanes ing or ing off. 

: 7 bes " V~6492, ACs 


Ee 














cF¥CQ 


ry 
hid 


2 ad 


ns, 
he 
LS 








ano 3+ eens, 








Lieut.-Colonel Mars, Commandant of Chanute 
Field, permitted lst Lieut. E.J. Rogers, who 
was formerly stationed at Kelly Field, Texas, 
* at fein ee eee and in- 
strumen ying, to fly to Camp Perry and give 
all the officers a most interesting and in- | 


structive lecture on the use and functions of: ‘|: 


instruments in this type of flying. We were 
all very grateful to Lieut. Rogers for this 
lecture and learned considerable from its . 
The Photographic Section under Lieut. Clyde 
H. Butler functioned to a high degree in using 
a new type positype, paper, which er develop- 
ed and printed in 35 mimtes. This is a 
unique performance, as it is something very 
new in progressive aerial photography. Also 
worthy of mention is the taking of very excel- 
lent oblique photographs from an altitude of 





12,000 feet. 
The total flying time during the camp period 
was 298 hours. 


On August 4th, Major-General Benson Hough, 
Command Officer of the 37th Division, re- 
viewed the entire Division, at which time the 
Squadron, led by Major Zistel, and followed 
by two°3-ship formations, passed in aerial 
review by the reviewing stand. 

‘General Leach, Chief of the National Guard 


| Bureau, and Captain Vincent J. Meloy were of- 


ficial visitors for one day, the latter fly- 
ing the General to. the - Captain Guy H. 
Gale, Regular Army Instructor of the 113th 
Observation Squadron, Indiana National Guard, 
was our Inspecting Officer. Captain Charles 
M. Cuxmings, on duty in the Office of the 
Chief of the Air Corps, Washington, stopped 
in to see us at Camp. -He was formerly our 
Instructor before going to Washington. We 
are always glad to see him, as well as 
Captain Meloy. 
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RECENT PARACHUTE JUMPS AND THEIR CAUSE s 


First Lieut. Ralph E. Fisher, of Wheeler 
Field, T.H., pilot, with Master Sergeant 
Chester F. Colby, co-pilot, and a load of four 
passengers, in returning from a recent flight 
from Molokai in a Douglas Y1C~21 plane, en- 
countered a case of sustained wing vibration 
just after passing Honolulu Harbor. Lieut. 
Fisher appreciated at once that this was not a 
momentary or negligible case of passing vibra- 
tion, and he ordered the crew overboard at the 
same time that he attempted to regain control 
of the plane. The severity of the vibration 
was Ss that the passengers did not need to 
be told twice, and two of them, Private lst Cl. 
Loma L. Dyess, 65th Service Squadron, and Mr. 
Rodney M. Davis, civilian oye of the 
Hawaiian Air Depot, sipupak. tee ship before 
Lieut. Fisher sensed that the vibration was 
beginning to damp out, and he accordingly or- 
dered the rest of the passengers to remain 
aboard. 

It was lucky for the two who jumped that 
they were close to the reef and, by slipping 
their parachutes, they managed to land in 
shallow water. Lieut. Fisher and Sgt. Colby 
considered first landing at Rodgers Airport, 
the nearest airdrome, but, having about 5,000 
feet altitude and the vibration having damped 
out completely, they decided to proceed on 
into Luke Field where a safe landing was made. 


Subsequent examination led to an indictment . " 


of that old pair of offenders ~- incompletely 
balanced ailerons combined with loosened ailer- 
on control lines. The severity of the vibra- 
tion encountered can be appreciated when all 
the witnesses agreed that the amplitude of ver- 
tical movement of the wing pontoons was in the 
neighborhood of 18 inches and lasted for a 
period of approximately 30 seconds. In spite 
of this. punishment, the plane had sustained no 
ro damage or permanent distortion. The 

eriel Division torsion test was applied to 
the wings and the results compared with the 
test e previously on the experimental air- 
plane at the Materiel Division. There was ap- 
parently no loss in torsional rigidity. Planes 
of this type have been returned to service in 
the Hawaiian Department under instructions 
from the Materiel Division which prescribe the 
tensions to be maintained in the aileron con- 
trol lines. 

Practicing acrobatics at Barksdale Field, La. 
at an altitude of 6,000 feet, the Pel2E air=i. 
pare piloted by 2nd Lieut. John F. George, Jr. 

ir Reserve, went into an inverted spin, the 
controls failing to respond normally. 

In endeavoring to recover from the spin, the 
controls were tried in different positions . 
without response, and the engine failed to ac- 
celerate when the throttle was opened. Alti- 





tude was being lost very of so Lieut. 
George released the safety belt and was throwr 
clear of the plane. He stated that he was 
frightened at not being able to recover from 
the inverted spin when he realized that the 
airplane was losing altitude os aml but af- 
ter the parachute opened he felt no fear for 
his safety. 


On the occasion of the flight of the 17th 
Pursuit Squadron, Selfridge Field, Mich. , to 
Chicago in connection with the opening of 
"The Century of Progress,"' Lieut. Norman R. 
Burnett was forced to leap out of his burn- 
ing plane and trust to his parachute. When 
returning to South Chicago to refuel at 

ansing Airport, his motor quit. He noticed 
his gas pressure had dropped, so he resorted 
to the wobble pump. But the motor, instead 
of responding properly, suddenly gave forth 
roaring flames which swept back over the cock: 

it of the ship. The pilot hastily took to 
Bis silk life-saver, but not before his hand 
was badly burned. 

During the subsequent inguiry over the re- 
mains of the wrecked plane, it was determin- 
ed that a broken gas line was the initial 
cause of the accident. The ship landed in 
an open field and sank many feet in the mud. 

A terrific wind and rain storm which envel-— 
oped two Randolph Field airmen near Beeville, 
Texas, recently, forced them to desert their 
plane and float safely to earth with their 

arachutes. Lieut, A.M. Kelley, pilot, with 

« C.W. DeCuir, were returning Randolph 
Field from Brownsville and, after bucking. - 
strong headwinds all the way, and with the 
fuel supply rumning low, they encountered a 
terrific wind and rain storm in the vicinity 
of Beeville. Lieut. Kelley sought to land 
but, because of the rain and darkness, was 
unable to do soe Pulling high up into the 
clouds, both men left the ship and landed 
safely. Lieut. Kelley spent most of the 
next day trying to find the airplane. 

Johnny Livingston, nationally known speed 
flyer, is a philosopher as well. He was 
forced to desert his speed plane and take to 
his parachute because of the failure of the 
landing gear following his take-off from 
Detroit and, while naturally distressed over 


f losing the na he wound up his story with 


the remark to the following effect: "I remem 
ber they still build planes, but nobody has 
ever built a humen body." 

Following his take-off, Livingston felt 
that something had happened to the retract~ 
able landing gear as he drew it up. He did 
not know exactly what was wrong, and fifty 
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minutes later, when he sighted Port Columbus, 
Ohio, he decided that the only way to find out 
was to ips it a try. He came into the lani- 
ive: 34 d and touched the on the right 
side. This felt all right, but he was not sat- 
isfied with the left side, so he came down on 
that side and found that he went clear down. 
He shot into the air again and tried to 
figure things out. He knew the wheel was 
there and calculated that if he shot ~~" 
the wind might drag it down. He circled: 
about for half an hour trying this and then . 
got hold of a screw driver and punched holes . 
in the cowling so that he could see the wheels. 
When he saw the left wheel folded under the 
plane he knew he was in for it. After drop ing 
a note over the airport to the effect that he 





was going to jump and asking that he be fol- 
ok off 


lowed, he to for the open country to 
avoid the potty of the falling p = 
do demage to lives or property. 
ee | 7,000 feet, he took off one of the 
doors.of the cockpit because, as he put it, 
"TI didn’t want anything stopping me.” As he 
got to the doorway, the plane started into a 
spin and he had to climb back to straighten 
her out. As he got to the door the second 
time, the plane again started ina spin, but 
this time he did not turn back but rolled or 
fell out, he does not remember which, and, 
after yanking the rip cord, watched his plane 
crash. The domolished lane was found about 
four miles from the spot where Livingston 
landed. 
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OBITUARIES 


The deepest sympathy of the Air Corps is ex- 
tended to Captain Albert F. Seenbouer upon 
the death of his wife as the result of an 
automobile accident in Michigan on August 7th. 
Captain and Mrs. Hegenberger were driving to 

- see their two sons who were in camp in Michi- 
Ban when the accident occurred. Mrs. 
en passed awey at 11:00 p.m the same 


Death rode the wings of a night flight for 
four Langley Field airmen on June 24th while 
they were enroute from Baltimore to their home 
station, when a Boeing Bamber, piloted by 2nd 
Lieut, Lewis Horvath, Jr., Air Renmin: lunged 
into the James River, about a mile attehape. 
near Rushmere, Vae, carrying the pilot; the 
co~pilot, 2nd Lieut. Howard W. Mackelcan; and 
Pvts. lst Class Charles C, Sayre and Albert ¢. 
Olive to their death. 

Lieuts. Horvath and Mackelcan were to have 
grape oted their tour of active duty at Langley 
Field on the last of June, their brief careers 
being cut short by the fatal accident. 

_ Lieut. Horvath was born at Mexico City, 
Mexico, March 15, 1909. He attended Northwest- 
. ern University for three years, and in Septan- 
ber, 1930, enlisted in the Infantry, serving 
ten months zith the 27th Regiment in Hawaii, 

.. When. he was appointed a Flying Cadet in the 
Air Corps. 

Lieut. Mackelcan was born at Rocky Mount, 

- N.C., June 18, 1910. He uated from 

Baltimore Polytechnic Institute in 1927 and 
’ from the Drexel Institute, with the degree of 
B.S., in 1931. He was appointed a Fl 
Cadet in the Air Corps, and both he and Lieut. 
Horvath entered the same class at the Primary 
Flying School, Randolph Field; graduated from 
the Advanced Flyi 1 in June, 1932; 

_ rated "Airplane Pilot’ commissioned second 
lieutenants in the Air Reserve and placed on 
extended active duty at Langley Field, Va. 

Privates Sayre and Olive, both members of 
the 49th Bombardment Squadron, had served in 
the dir Corps for eight and three years, re- 
spectively. The personnel of the 49th - 
ron passed in review for the deceased. = 
rial and fumeral services.were conducted at 
uangley Field by Chaplain William EK. Bo 
upon recovery of the four bodies from the . 
waters of the James River by divers from the 
Naval Base near Norfolk, Va. 

Robert M. Arrington, 2nd Lieut. Air Reserve, 
attached to the 17th Pursuit Squadron at 
Selfridge Field, Miche, was killed in an air- 
craft accident on the morning of July 13th, 
near Middletown, Pa., while ed in an avi- 
gation training flight. Lieut. Arrington re- 
norved for duty at pean ig Field on March 

, 1933, from the Advanced Flying School, . 
Eslly Field, Texas. During his tour of duty 


ficer and a good pilot and; due to his person- 
ality, had many friends at this station. Dur- 
ing his short tour of duty, he participated 
in the Anti-aircraft ~ Air Corps Exercises at 
Bovman Field, Ky., and, although a new offi- 
cer in the service, his work was especially 
commendable. His loss will be keenly felt at 
Selfridge Field. i 

Lieut. Arrington was born at Nashville, 
Tenn, , December 13, 1910. He graduated from 
high school in Baltimore, Md., and then at- 
tended the Baltimore Polytechnic Institute 
for two years, following which he attended 
the University of Baltimore Law School. He 
was appointed a Flying Cadet, dir eg 
commenced training at the Primary Flying 
School, Randolph Field, Texas, with the 
March, 1932, Class. 

Graduating from the Advenced. ie 6 School, 
Kelly Field, Texas, in February, 1933, he 
was commissioned a second lieutenant in the 
Air Reserve, rated "Airplane Pilot," and 

laced on extended active duty at Selfridge 
Fiela, Michigan. 


Death of Two Noted World War Pilots 


Two noted American Amy pilots who served 
with distinction in the World War, both of 
whom were awarded the Distinguished Service 
Cross, died recently. Captain Chester Ellis 
Wright passed away in a Boston Hospital on 
August bth, following several months' illness, 
and Lieut. Alan Francis Winslow on August 
15th at Ottawa, Canada, when injuries receiv- 
ed as the result of a fall from a third story 
ttindow of a hotel on the afternoon of the 
13th proved fatal. Apparently becoming 
faint, he had sought to open the window and 
fall out. 
Captain Wright, who bore the wofficial 
title of "Ace! by virtue of having shot down 
eight enemy planes on@ one balloon during 
the War, was born at Readville, Mass., t. 
1, 1897. He gradvaied from Hyde Park Hig 
School, Boston, and attended Harvard Univer- 
sity for 25 years when he entered the mili- 
tary service, enlisting in the Aviation 
Section, Signal Corps, as a. candidate for a 
commission, on March 26, 1917, with the 
rank of Sergeant. From the time of his en 
listment to May 30, 1917, he received 
re i instruction at the Ourtiss Aviation. 
School at Newport News, Va. He then atteni- 
@d ground school at the Massachusetts Insti- 
tute of Technology, Cambridge, Mass., cam 
pleting the course. on July 21st. Following 
@ course of instruction on Pp geome as 
Essington, Pas, he left on August 25th for 
Chanute Field, Rantoul, Il1., for further 
flying instruction, completing his RMA 
tests on September 15th. Commissioned 4 
first lieutenant on October 15th, he was as- 








he had established himself as an efficient of- 
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Garden Cit:r, Lon~ island, W.Y¥., as Adjutant of 
the 19th Aero Squadron. : 

Captain Wright left Garden City for overseas 
on November 23rd, arriving in Europe on Decere 
ber 8th, and was stationed at St. Mascient, 
France, until Merch 14, 1918, when he wes or- 
dered to the Third Aviation Instruction Center 
at Issouiwm for further flying instruction. — 
Upon the cormletion of training on service 
type planes, he was, on Anril 15th, sent to 
Cazaux for a monta's training in aeriol gun- 
nery. His next assignment was at Orly ,France, 
for duty as a ferry pilot. On duly 29th, he 
reported to the 93rd Pursuit Scuadron for duty 
as pilot, and a week later was appointed flishi 
conmander. 

The citation accompanying the award to him 
oi the Distinguished Service Cross reads as 
follows: 

"For extraovdinary heroism in action near 
Beffu, Frence, 10th October, 1918. 

Lieut. Wright attacked an enemy observa- 
tion balloon protecte’ by four enemy planes; 
despite mmerical suneriority he forced the 
planes to withdraw and destroyed the enemy 
balloon. 

A Bronze Oalz Lee’. For extraordinary hero- 
ism in action: near Bantheville, France, 23rd 
October, 1915. . 

Lieut. Wright accomenied by one other ma- 
chine attacked and sent down in flemes an 
enemy plane (folder type), that was attack- 
ing am Allied plane. He wes in turn attack-_ 
ed by three enemy planes. His companion — 
was forced to withdraw on accommt of motor 
trouble. Lieut. Wright continued the combat 
and succeeded in brining down one of the 
enemy planes aud forced the remining two 
into their own territory." 

Captain Wrizht was honorably discharged from 
the military service on April 1, 1919, and sub- 
sequently received two 5=year appointments in 
the Air Reserve. 





Lieut. Winslow, to whom went the honor of 
achieving the virst official victory by a men- 
ber of the United States Air Service, was born 
et River Forest, Ill., on October 2, 1895. He 
graduated from high school in Chicago, I1l., 
and was in his junior yecr at the Sheffield 
Scientific School, Yale University, when he 
left the United States and joined the French 
Foreign Legion, Aviation Division, early in 
July, 1917, as = volunteer with the rank of 
private. He received his aviation training at 
the French schools of Juvisy, Avord, Pau and 
Plessey-Belleville, obtained his French mili- 
tary license on October 12th, and was assigned 
to the front on December 24, 1917, in the 
152nd French Syuadron at Corcieux in the 
Vosges. He spent two months at the front in 
this scout squadron, having 40 flying hours 
over the lines and engaging in six combats. 

On February 20th he was conmissioned a 2nd 
Lieutenant in the Aviation Section, Sig ’ 
Corps Reserve, and reported for active duty at 
the Third Aviation Instruction Center,Issoudun, 
France, two days later. He was assigned. to 
the 94th Aero Squadron, and on April 14, 1918, 
the first day that this Squadron went into 
active service over the lines, he shot dowm 
his first eneny airplane, causing it to crash 
beside the airdrome. Liouts. Winslow and 
Douglas Campbell were on ''Alerte,"' playing 
cards and waiting for a call. At 8:45 a.m, 

a telephone call came in stating that two- 
enemy eirplanes zere about 2,000 meters over 
the city, about a mile from thé airdrome. Both 
took off inmedisntely in pursuit and, after a 
brief combat, Winslow brought down one of the 
airplanes out of control. <A moment later, as 
Winslow climbed to the aid of Campbell, the 
latter broucht down the other enemy plane 
which crashed and burst into flames on the 
other side of the airdrome. Both combats. 
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took place at an altitude of about a thousand 
feet. For this victory, Lieut, Winslow was 
decoreted with the French Croix de Guerre 
with palm -~ - 

Ths citation, accompanying the avmrd to 
Lieut. Winslow of the Distinguished Service 
Cross, reads as follows: 

"For extraordinary heroism in action in 
the Toul Sector on Sth June, 1918. While on 
patrol consisting of hiaself and two other 
pilots, he encountered a biplace enemy plahe 
at an altitude of 5,000 meters, near St. 
Mihiel, France. He promptly and vizorously 
attacked and after a ruming fight extending 
far beyond German lines, shot his foe dovm 
in flemes neor Thiacourt." 

On the 3lst of July, while in temporary 
cormand.of the 94th Squadron, Lieut. Winslow's 
patrol of 15 Spads engaged 17 German Fokkers 
at en altitude of 5,000 meters, approximately 
eight kilometers in German territory. During 
this encounter, he was shot down and his left 
ara shattered by machine gun Duillets. Taken 
prisoner and confined in a German hospital, 


: efforts during three weelzss to save his arm 
; proved. futile and it wes necessary to have 


it aaputeted six inches below the shoulder. 
He rermined a prisoner in German hospitals 
at Laon, Treves and Konigsberg until July, 
1919, when he wes released and, woon return- 
ing to France, was made aide to General Wm. 
Mitchell. Upon his retwrn to the United 
States, he was honorably discharged on 
March 26, 1920, later entering the diplo- 
matic service of the United States govern- 
ment. He was Secretary and Charge d'Affaires 
at Berne, Switzerland, and for a brief period 
Coumselor to the American Legetion in China. 
After thet he wes First Secretary of the 
American Embassy at Mexico City. In December 
19436, he went to the Pan American Airways as 
a foreign renresentative of that line and 
spent a good deal of time in Central and 
South Americze 

Since his unfortunate injury incurred dur- 
ing the War, Lieut. Winslow met with a series 
of other misfortunes. Several years follow- 
ing the War, he suffered severe injury as the 
resvlt of an airplane accident, and it was 
with sreat difficulty that he could walk. 
About three or four months ago he wes injur- 
ed in an automobile accident which again con- 
fined him in the hospital. His wife died a 
year ago, leaving as the survivors of his 
femily three sons, one aged 7,and twins 
aged four. 


Centain Ernest E. Harmon 





Captain Trnest E. Harron, fondly alluded to 
by all who imew him as "Tiny," is no more, the 
big fellow losing his life during the course 
of a night flight from Easton, Md., to 
Mitchel Field. The cause of the accident 
will probably never be known, but the assump- 
tion, according to press reports, is that he 
was forced to jap with his parachute after 
he had lost his way and ran out of gas. His 
body was found about an eighth of a mile 
from the wrecked airplane. 

The death of this popular officer was a dis- 
tinct shocls to his host of friends both in 
and out of the service. He was well lmown 
in athletic circles, being a football and 
baseball player in his college days, and he 
often served as an official in college foot- 
ball games played in Washington. 

A native of Teras, Captain Harmon was born 
at Dellas on February 8, 1893. TZis parents 
having moved to Washincton, he attended the 
Kastern High School and, upon graduation 
therefrom, he attended Bethany College, West 
Virginia. Following his graduation in 1913, 
he was principal of St. Clairsville, Ohio, 
High School and Athletic Coach for two years, 
V-6492, A.C. 








and for a year he wes instructor at the Tyler 

County, West Va. Hivh School. He attended the 
George Washington University for one year, and 
for a year prior to his entry in the military 

service he was an examiner in the U.S. Patent 

Office. 

Following Captain Hamaon's enlistment on 
September 25, 1917, in the Aviation Section, 
Signal Enlisted Reserve Corps, he attended 
ground school at the School of Military Aero- 
nautics, Austin, Texas, and, upon graduation 
therefrom, entered upon his flying training at 
Gerstner Field, Lake Charles, La. He received 
his R.M.A. rating and was conmissioned a 2nd 
Lieutenant on May 4, 1918. He remained at 
Gerstner Field as a flying instructor, aiso as 
an instructor in aerial gumnery, until August 
16, 1918, when he was transferred to Wilbur 
Wright Field, Fairfield, Ohio. Here he made a 
study of aircraft armament, and he divided his 
time between that station and the Air Corps 
Engineering Division at McCook Field, Devkon, 
Ohio, serving principally as test pilot. 

Captain Harmon, it may be said, was a speci- 
alist in piloting large airplanes, and in the 
early days of the Air Corps, whenever one of 
that type was shipped to the Engineering Divi- 
sion to be assembled and tested, he was the 
individual selected for the job. This does 
not mean that he did not fly other types of 
planes, for following his transfer to Bolling 
Field, D.C., in Jenuary, 1919, he was assigned 
to duty as flying instructor on various tynes 
of new planes, azong them the LePere, which 
type was later used at McCook Field and with 
which existing altitude records were broken. 

On July 24, 1919, Captain Harmon, with Lieut. 
Colonel K.S. Hartz, started on the famous 
"Round the Rim Flight." They were accompanied 
by M.S.E. John Harding (later of Around-the- 
World Flight fame) and J erry Dobias, mechanics. 
During the course of this flight in a Martin 
Bomber, the United States was circurmavigated 
in a flying time of 104 hours and 24 minutes, 
the distance involved being 9,623 miles. They 
visited 48 of the principal cities of the 
United States and, wiile they had a number of 
forced landings, due to unfavorable weather 
conditions, there was no damage to the plane 
save on one occasion, and then repairs were 
made on the spot. The greater part of this 
trip was traversed over untried routes, with 
few regularly established landing fields. 

This trip demonstrated the reliability of the 
Martin Bomber and the Liberty engine. 

During the International Air Races at 
Mitchel Field, N.Y., in 1925, Captain Harmon 
won the Detroit liews Trophy Race, piloting the 
Huff-Daland Light Bomber at an average speed 
of 119.91 miles per hour. : 

In the Aerial Gumnery and Bombing Matches 
held at Langley Field, Va., Captain Harmon, 
pilot, with Lieut. Harold L. George, bomber, 
won the Bombing event with a score of 1472 
points out of a possible 1600. 

Next to assembling and piloting large types 
of airplanes, Captain Harmon's work in an ad- 
ministrative capacity was in the field of pa- 
tents, and in this line of endeavor he render- 
ed invaluable service, especially in his ass- 
istance to the Department of Justice in defend- 
ing suits brought against the United States in- 
volving patents on aeronautical devices. He 
was generally recognized in patents circles as 
the foremost authority on patents relating to 
parachutes. 

In April, 1920, Captain Harmon was transferr- 
ead to duty in tne Office of the Chief of the 
Air Corps, where he served for four years in 
the Patents Division. 

Following a period of duty at Bolling Field 
as Assistant Enzineering Officer and as 
mending Officer of the 58th Service Squadron, 
Captain Harmon again served for several years 
in the Patents Division, Office of the Chief 
of the Air Corps. He next served a tour of 








duty in Panama, and upon the termination 
thereof was assigned to Mitchel Field, N.Y, 
Funeral services for the deceased officer 
were held on Wednesday morning, August 30th, 
at the Arlington National Cemetery, the pall 
bearers being Captains Ross G. Hoyt, Devid 
S. Seaton, George C. Kenney, Merrick ¢. 
Estabrook, Jr., Harold lL. Clark, and Lieut, 
Samuel P. Mills. , ‘ se 
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7 
NEW TOW TARGA WINDLAss 


A new tow target windlass, known as the 
Tyne C-4, having a capacity for 4,000 feet 
of cable and completely enclosed in metal,is 
undergoing experimental testing at the Ma- 
teriel Division, Wright-Field, Dayton, Ohio. 
This windlass, which is a redesigned Type 
C~3, may be installed either in the inside 
of the cockpit or underneath the fuselage on 
the outside. Spur gears are eliminated and 
the drum flanges and brakes are-enxdclosed. 

_ Althcugh of larger capacity, the weight of 
the new windlass, wiici. is 65 powmds, is 10 
pounds lighter than the present standard 
Type O~3. Frames and rods are constructed 
of cast aluminum. The airplane used in the 
testing of the windlass is the Fokker XC-14. 
Drewings are under vay, however, for its in- 
stallation on an ©-31, which will permit of 
higher speed tow tests, and it is anticipated 
that the next six months will eee this equip- 
rent ready for service testing. 

Increased interest and demand have been 
showm in tow target equipment, since at 
present it is used by the Field and Coast Ar- 
tillery as well as the Air Corps = in fact, 
by all arms of the service in which the 
practice of gumery is an essential function, 
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ARY POST EXCHANGES MUST PAY GAS TAX 


A controversy came up recently in the State 
of Texas regarding the question of gasoline 
sold to an Arny Post Exchange and resold to 
the officers and enlisted personnel of the 
Army being subject to the State gasoline tax 
of 4 cents 2 gallon. The decision rendered 
was that the State tax of 4 cents per gallon 
must be.paid by all persons, except where it 
is used by the Federal government or would. 
be paid by the govermnent. 

It had come to the attention of the Compt- 
roller of the State thet.thousands of gal- 
lons of gasoline’ were being sold through the 
post exchanges tax Sree. Assistant General 
Earp's decision wus that this gasciinc was 
not being used if any govermmental work but 
placed in the cars of officers and enlisted 
men for their ''pleasure end convenicnce'! and 
that they were using the public higiways. He 
cited history and authorities to sustain his 
position that post exchanges are not govern- 
mental institutions and that the gasoline in 

uestion has no part in govermnental func- 

ions. As a result, the Comptroller is now 
collecting tax on all gasoline dispensed 
through Army Exchanges. 

---000~-- 


Puring the month of July, the Fairfield Air 
Depot, Patterson Field, Ohio, gave a total of 
14 airplanes and 40 engines a mjor overhaul, 
while 21 airplanes and 16 engines were given 
minor overhaul. 
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CHANGES IN PERSONNEL AT AIR CORPS STATIONS 





h | Two Randolph Field officers, assigned to'new | Officer and Statioa Inspector of the post. 
11 : duties, left Ausust 15th for their new sta- fe a a a a a 
tions, Major ..G Healy, Medical Corps, devart-j; With the transfer of lst Lieut. Charles H. 


ing’ for New Yorls City, from which place he will| Howerd to the Air Corns Tactical School, 
sail for Hawaii, and Captein A.G. Liggett for | Maxell Field, Ale., for duty as student, the 


e 

Montvomery, Ale., for duty as student at the 11th Bombardment Squadron, March Field, 

Air Corps Tacticul School. Calif., received a new cormander in the per- 
pO ee a son of Captain Robert i. Selff, who asstmed 
Lieut. P.W. Tiyberlake, Fairfield Air Depot, | command early in August. 

Patterson Field, Ohio, was transferred to — In the three years during which Licut. 

Wright Ficld on Auust 1st for duty as student | Howard cormanded the llth Squadron, he has 

in the 1933-1934 course in the Air Corps Zn- lel his formation of Curtiss ''Condors'' on mu- 

gineering School. merous important flights and has won for 


, mee ae is that organizetion an enviable reputation. 
Captain J “es &. Du ce, Jr., who recently ar- j Liost outstanding exong the notable achieve- 
rived in the Hawaiian Department, assumed com- | ments under his administration of this squad- 


mand of the 75th Service Squadron. Lieut. ron, which has for its insignia a reproduc- 
Tourtellot, attached to this Squadron for the | tion of the famous "Jiggs," was the Indian 
past several months, end formerly Squadron Relief Expedition over the snowbound Navajo 
Cormander, sailed July Zlst for his new station] Indian country of Arizona. in 1932. It was 
is at Selfridge Field, ifich. for this flight that Lieut. Howard received 
wc----- the coveted Mackay Trophy on behalf of the 
Bi Captain J.Y. York, who was on duty in the Squadron. 
Industrial War Plans Division of the Materiel [| ~ = = = —_s_ wmmnnne 
Division, Wricht Field, since 1929, left re- The following officers, stationed at 
on cently for Rendolpa Ficld, Texas, for duty as | Randolph, Texas, were ordered to the Air 
1 student at the Primary Flying School. His pre-| Corps Technical School, Chanute Field, 
sent ratings include Airship Pilot, Balloon Rentoul, Iii., to report not later than 
of Observer and Airplane Observer. September lst, for duty as students in the 
a a ae eo ne Aircraft Asmnament course! lst Lieut. HF. 
Four officers reported to Wright Field re- Dyer, 2nd Lieuts. R.E. Walker, D.i.Bemer, 
cently for duty - Cantain C.1% Dingman, Medi- A.ie Moore, *.K. Park and &.P. Rose. First 
cal Corps, from the General Dispensary,Chicago,) Lieut. N.D. Frost, 2nd Lieuts. G.F. Kinzie, 
bs assigned to the Flight Surgeon's Office;Lieut. | R.U.L. Pirtle and E.H. Porter are to take 
1 JeSe Gullet, from iditchel Field, assizned to the Commmications Course at the Technical 
Industriel War Plans Section; Lts. Wesley 7. School, reporting not later than October 
aa Guest and Dele P. idason, Signal Corps, from lst. ; 
p Office of the Chief Signal Officer, the former Randolph Field officers assigned to duty 
, assigned to the Post Sirnal Office and the lat-| as students at the Air Corms Tactical 
ter to the Radio Laboraiory. School, Maxwell Field, Alas, and to report 
------- not later than Septenber lst, are Captains 
r- At Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, | A.G. Liggett, 3.S. Thompson, J.B.Patrick, 
Calif., four officers reported during July ~ and lst Licut. RB. Williams. 
lst Lieut. William E. Baker from the Philip- fo weet 
n ines, 2nd Lieuts. George D. Fator from Hawaii, Or August Sth, a radiocram was received 
Eyvind Holtersman and George H. McIntyre, Air. from the Wer Department, granting Licut.~ 
Reserve, from Brooks Ficld, Texas. j Colonel Gerald C. Brant, the Air Officer, 
ssdectad anion Hawoiian Department and Commanding Officer, 
First Lieut. Frederick: A. Bacher, who recent- 18th Composite Wing, an extension of his 
be ly reported for duty at Randolph Ficld, was _as-| tour of foreign service to August 1, 1934. 
signed as Instructor on the Primary Stage. Two Colonel Brant arrived in the Haweiian 
instructors, Lieuts. I.A. logers ant E.P. Rose | Denartment on November 26, 1930, from 
left the field on a month's leave prior to re- | i4t¢chel Field, New York. During his tour 
x porting to their new staticns, the former go- here, the Air Corps in this Department has 
ing to the Engineering School, Wright Field, een built up fron a small uit to quite a 
2 and the latter to the Air Corps Technical sizeable force. The 18th Composite Wing, 
7 School, Chanute Field. Both officers have embracing the 16th Pursuit Group and the 
been at the field since the Primary Flying 5th Comosite Group, was formed and the en- 
School was moved, and were formerly stationed tire tactical administration of both Grouns 
at Brooks Field. placed wnder ore head. Wheeler Field was 
lle S82) a. | naan : transformed froma small temporary airdrome 
) With. the departure of Cantain H.L. Clarlx: for toa large permanent air station, and many 
duty in the Office of the Chief of the Air other imorovements have taken place. 
Corps, Lieut. C.=. Crumrine is back in his old Since his arrival, Colonel Brant has learn- 
hamts as Squadron Coumander, 55th Pursuit, ed to love the Isiends, their peonle, and 
Barksdale Field. The Squadron gained three the service here. He has built up a host of 
new Reserve officers from the July Class of friondshivs amongst the prominent civilian 
Kelly Field, Lieuts. Klein, Mock and Gentry. population and the military personnel. 
2 Lee. ee -~~000~<— 


. The assignment of nine officers to the 79th 
! Pursuit Squadron, Barlsdale Field, brought its A SUGGESTION FROM HAWAII 
strength up to 15 pilots. Those assigned re- 
cently were Lieuts. T.H. Baxter, D.T. Mitcheoll,; Dear Ed: 








D.F. Myers and T.M. Bolen from the Technical Yeaxs ago, when the News Letter was young 
School, Chanute Field; Lieuts. J.F.Davidson, and you were looking for copy, a series of 
W.V.D. Brown and WE. Davis frora the recently articles was run by you entitled "And I 
graduated class of Kelly Field; Lieuts E.0. learned about flying from that.'' Now then 
r Gibner from the 77th Pursuit and D.N.Motherwell| we provincials are a long way from home and 
f ’ from the 55th Pursuit, Barksdale Ficld. modern lessons in flying are bei learned 
; , f ~ | aeseene ; daily that we with our 0-19's don't get. 
| i Crissy Field welcomed Captain F.E.Galloway, How about telling us of these experiences 
who graduated from the Air Corps Tactical - via News Letter? 
School recently. He was assigned as Executive ienninciand 
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- NOT AN ORITUARY 


3y Licut. Sanmel P. Mills, Air Corps 


Captain Harmon ("Tin/' Harson) is zone. The 
Air Corps has lost an extremely valuable and 
experienced iman; the Nation has lost a real 
"“he-man!' defender; a family has lost a devoted 
husband and feather; and several hundred offi- 
cers of the Air Corps have lost 
al friend. 

The news of the passing ef the Captain as 
the result of a night flying accident brings 
quite vividly to my mind a little incident 
which took place in Macen, Georgia, back in 
1919. The Arsistice had been signed only two 
er three months. The country vas sort of 
breathless wondering what would come next. 
Considerable interest centered at differont 


parts of the country on the development of air-! first movement of that 


craft and air transportation. The city of 
Macon, in givinz vent to its air enthusiasm, 


had arranged. an elaborate Aeronautical Congress | 


to which many high goverment officials and 


a close person- i 


;for his consideration and he answered: "0h, 

‘that's all right, Lieutenant, I am mighty 

i glad to meet you. My name is Harzon, "Tiny! © 

iHormon, from Washington. Drop in and visit 

me when you come to the Capital." 

And so, down through the years, if ene is 

j sufficiently interested to check through 

| many of the dusty files, he will find the 
ineme of Harmon, Cantain Ernest Harmon, al~ 

j ways on the Air Corps battle~front. Time 
and again, at the Experimental Station at 

. Dayton, Ohio, Captain Harmon would visit us 
to give mmny of the new and strange looking 
'aircraft some of their first flights. Then, 

‘ene notes how he piloted a bomber in the 

ype of Army planes 
lever the vicious terrain of Mexico and on 

| into our station at Panam. 

His usefulness to the Air 


Corps has not 
| been confined entirely to flying. 


His 


ager interested in aeronautics were invited. : training and Imowleige of lew made him so 


he outstanding feature of this meetine was to 
be the deronstration of the new and mighty 
Martin Bomber from Washington, D.C., only one 
or two of which had been completed, bit which 
was stated to be the worlil's most formidable 
bombing airplane. 

I have lively recollections of that morning. 
Lieut. Robert Ward and I had been selected to 
fly the "first southern acrial mail'' between 
Vontgomery, Alebama, end Macon, Georgia, dur- 
ing the Congress. After dodging a series of 
storms on that trip, we finall, succeeded in 
landing on time within the race traci at 
Macon. Shortly afterward the cir was rent 
with the deep, throaty roar of two Liberty 
engines pulling the big bomber in a wide 
circle around the city of Macon. It was the 
largest airplane I had yet scen, and was most 
impressive as compared to the Hispano-Jenny 
wiich we were flying. The crowd was tense, 
wondering whether or not it would be possible 
for this big airplane to land within the sinall 
confines of the race trac. 

Coming in on a straight, even glide, the big 
bomber cleared the trees by a scant ten feet 
end settled gracefully as a fcather into the 
field, using onl} about two-thirds of the 
available space. To me it was a feat nothing 
short of remarkable. A moment later the plene 
taxied up to the gathering of notables in or- 
der that two or three famous passengers might 
join the Congress. 

A large crowd gathered around the big bomber 
and when it wes announced that it would be 
shortly taken up end a few of the notables 
Given a ride, everyone was all keyed up ,hoping 
that he would be selected. Many with gener- 
als' stars and colonels' eagles, majors, poli- 
ticians and distinguished guests »f all varie- 
ties, placed theaselves in advantageous posi- 
tions for the opportunity of being chosen to 
meke this flight. Being a young second lieut- 
enant in the Air Corps and not "dragging any 
water," I would not have gambled a nickel on 
my chances to ride in the big bombcr. The 
pilot stood up in his cockpit, glanced over 
the edge at the crowd, and although a stranger 
to me, caught my eye, glanced at my shoulder 
bars of nice, new shiny gold, and said* 
"Lieutenant, would you like to ride with me™ 
Few moments in my life have been bigger than 
this one. A few seconds found me not only in 
the airplane but sitting in the seat of honor 
as co-pilot, alongside of the chief pilot.: A 
few minutes later a mayer, a high govermnent 
cfficial and a couple of high-ranking Army of- 
ficers boarded the plane. 


| valuable to us in various legal branches, 
end. his work in the Patents Division will 
‘leng be remeribered. And now, more recent- 
'ly, we find him as = squadron commander at 
| Mitchel Field, one cf the key men in that 

l organization, 'father' cf a couple of 

| hwvired soidiers «f the servicee Eis abil- 
| ity as a leacer of men, his characteristic 
j of gaining and holding the respoct ef the 
soldiers under him and his superior cffi- 
cers, has always been outstanding. We 
shall miss him as few men are missed, but 
the example he has set for us in always 
being ready to fly, night and day, on what- 
ever mission was desired, and his always 





placing the needs ef the service ahead of 
personal interests, will live long in our 
memories. Yes, the Air Corps is better, 
and tho Natien mre secure, for his having 
been in our midst these sixteen years. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 


CHANGES OF STATION: To Maxwell Field, Ala, 





as students at Air Corps Tactical Schools 
lst Lieuts. Leo H. Dawson and Charles H. 
Howerd, from Merch Field, Calif.; Captains . 
Arthur G. Liggett, John B. Patrick, Dernard 
S. Thompson from Randolph Field, Texas; Ist 
Lieut. Austin W. lartenstein from duty as 
student, Army Industrial College,Washington. 

To Randoiph Field: Captain Harvey H. 
Holland, from Rocisvell Field, for training 
with Class of October 15, 1933. 

To Langley Field, Va.: lst Lieut. Jack 
Greer, frem Philippines. Previous orders in 
his case revoked. 

DETAILED TO AIR CORPS: 2nd Lieut. John B. 
Ackerman, Coast Artillery, and to Randolph 
Field for training, Class of October 15th. 

RELIGVED ROM DiTAIL TO AIR CORPS: 2nd 
Lisut. Gunuard We Carlson and from station 
at Barksd2aic Field, Lae, tw the 29th 
Engineers, Fort Schuyler, N.Y. , 

CHANGZS IN ASSIGNMENT: Captain Charles M. 
Cuwanings, from Office of the Chief cf the 
‘hir Corps, to the National Guard Bureau, - 
Washington, D.C. 

RETIREMENT: Major Thoms DeW. Milling, 
July 31, 1933, fer disability incident to 
the sorvice. 








== 000~—~ Le 
Major-General Benjamin D. Foulois, Chief 
of the Air Corps, accompanied by Major Carl 
Spatz, formerly Commanding Officer of the 


The big bomber left! 1st Bombardment Wing at March Field, Calif., 


the race track on a smooth, even climb, with- | paid this field a visit on August 4th for 


out mich room to spare, circled the city sev- 
eral times and landed as lightly as it had 
before. I thanked the pilot very earnestly 
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an informal inspection. They remained at 
March Field several days before proceeding 





to Rockwell Field. 
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